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Top 5 

1) A produce safety hazard is any biological, chemical, and/or physical agent with 
the potential to cause an illness or injury because of produce consumption or 
handling. 

2) Produce safety risk considers how likely the illness or injury is to occur and the 
severity of the illness or injury as a result of the produce safety hazard. 

3) Assessing risk involves the scientific process of identifying how “big” a risk is and 
what factors may control it, while risk management considers the choice of 
practical actions to reduce that risk. 

4) Risk-based thinking can provide focus and clarity to more effectively manage 
produce safety risks. Hazard-based thinking encourages 100% control of 
hazards (which is seldom possible). 

5) Risk-based thinking approach in produce safety can help risk managers (i.e. 
growers) make more science-informed decisions about risk reduction. 
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