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1) The goal of evaluating foodborne illness attribution is to identify trends in 
foodborne outbreaks to better understand who gets sick from which foodborne 
pathogen and which specific food item so that the industry can focus their efforts 
on targeting actions that minimize food safety risks. 

2) Analyzing foodborne illness attribution can also provide the industry with an 
understanding of how the Food and Drug Administration plans to address these 
concerns through future regulations or guidance documents which could impact 
your operation. 

3) Trends that are identified as a result of foodborne illness attribution analysis 
should be examined in context. For example, an increase in the number of 
foodborne outbreaks associated with a specific food item could be the result of 
better methods used to identify pathogen sources, increased consumption of that 
food item, or other factors. These trends should not be used as a sole indicator of 
whether or not the food supply is safe. 

4) When a foodborne outbreak occurs in a product you produce (or similar to one 
that you produce), you should review your food safety plan and/or program and 
your on-farm practices to determine if there is more you should be doing to 
minimize food safety risks in your operation. 

5) One of the best ways to increase food safety in the industry and in consumer 
homes is to educate people about what food safety is and the strategies to 
minimize food safety risks. 
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